Although the half-tone illustrations are quite frequent and of good quality, there is only one attempt at presenting graphical data. This is unfortunate as it lends an air of qualitative morphological interpretation where, in fact, quantitative analysis has clearly been possible, and is acknowledged in the text.
Most of the relevant literature is well covered, and the over-emphasis on transformed rodent cell lines as models for spontaneous neoplasia perhaps reflects the preoccupation of workers in the field, and the paucity of hard data on short-term cultures from human tumours, rather than any deficency of coverage by the authors.
In summary, the merit of this book lies in its wide coverage of the field, with good references and presented in a clear easily read style. The clarity and brevity of the text could have been improved by more graphic illustration, even at the expense of some of the half-tone plates. A useful book to have, if rather costly at £36. The content is wider than the title implies, with sections on the origin and classification of germ-cell tumours, model systems and epidemiological and clinical aspects. These sections are nevertheless useful reviews of these fields.
The incidence of testicular tumours is increasing in many countries, and although even advanced disease may be curable by intensive chemotherapy, early detection is obviously desirable when many patients may be treated by orchidectomy alone. The crucial section is, therefore, that on screening and testicular biopsy of testicular-cancer risk groups. Recent advances have stemmed from Dr Skakkeback's studies of testicular biopsies in infertile men with no signs of testicular tumours. Abnormal germ cells can be recognized in these biopsies, and the consensus opinion is that these usually indicate in situ malignant change. Four risk groups have been identified: the infertile those with atrophic or undescended testis and the contralateral testis of patients with overt testicular tumours. This is therefore an important contribution to the possible early detection of testicular tumours, though there is still disagreement over whether orchidectomy or a watch policy should be adopted in these patients. The final section deals with testicular-tumour markers, both those of established value and those under investigation.
Although all the contributions are of a high standard, some will be of more interest to the laboratory worker than the clinician and ,ice versa. It seems unlikely that one person would find enough of sufficient interest to buy the book, but it should certainly find its way to the specialist medical library.
G The differences in emphasis betweeni this the second edition and the first edition of this excellent chemotherapy handbook are of great interest. As befits a young subject
